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Hollowed-Out: Development and curtailment of political mobilization against U.S. militarization
in Okinawa, Japan

BHTR FEaL)
Based on two-monthes fieldwork in Henoko, Okinawa, this research captures the palpable
atmospherics of Henoko and affects of those living in the town and the way they are
embedded in the political-economic structure formed through significant financial aid from
the Japanese government. Post-developmentalists see development as the smooth penetration
of discourse and subsequent reconfiguration of material reality. Nevertheless, this excessive
focus on representation neglects to uncover how people on the ground live with, navigate
through and confront the development regime in their everyday lives. Aligning with the idea
of understanding development as everyday processes regenerated by subjects, my research
shows how the significant financial provision from the central government and the
subsequent establishment of trade-off relations between development and militarization
significantly contribute to the ongoing diminishment of resistance movements in Henoko.
First, I provide granular details of how protesters narrate their continuous diminishment of
their everyday protests. Second, in order to locate this plunge of political mobilization within
the political-economic structure, I depict how production of employment opportunities and
expansion of welfare services that comes with the development scheme shapes social
relations in Henoko insofar as they make the local feel afraid of critically engaging with it

for the purpose of securing their relationships with others. By centering on quotidian affects



2025 4 12 H 14 H(H)13:00-18:00
W BERANEBRET VT - T 7Y A SELIIERT

produced by this development, I want to foreground my argument the longstanding
retainment of U.S. military bases in Okinawa is enabled not just by the fierce police violence
against protesters as dominantly imagined but also by the continuous tailoring of social
relations through the provision of significant national capital in order to let the local
themselves curtail and supervise the dissensus. By shedding light on the political capacity of
development to reshape social relations, this research calls for understanding development
not merely as the infusion of economic benefits but as the creation of a society that aligns
with the political goals of the state.
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Flight and Reterritorialization:
Religious Migration and Boundary Practices among Taiwan Indigenous Peoples in Belize

Fasa’ Namoh (Graduate Institute of Building and Planning, National Taiwan University)

This paper explores the religious migration of the Paiwan people from southern Taiwan to Belize during
the 1990s, a transnational movement inspired by apocalyptic prophecies within charismatic Christianity
during the Third Taiwan Strait Crisis. Unlike typical migration driven by economic or political factors,
this exodus was motivated by spiritual conviction and collective faith, as Paiwan believers interpreted the
threat of war as a divine sign to seek refuge in a “promised land.” Drawing on long-term fieldwork in
Belize (2023-2024) and archival analysis, this study examines how religious beliefs, political crises, and
Indigenous cosmology converged to produce a distinctive form of mobility and reterritorialization.

The paper situates the Paiwan migration within broader discussions of Indigenous transnationalism,
highlighting how faith-based movements challenge the assumptions of conventional migration theory and
state-centered governance. It argues that Indigenous migration cannot be reduced to rational economic
behavior but should be understood as an act of spiritual agency embedded in historical, geopolitical, and
cultural contexts. Through the concept of reterritorialization, derived from Deleuze and Guattari, the study
demonstrates how Paiwan migrants reestablished their cultural and religious life in Belize, constructing
churches, cultivating land, and preserving language and ritual practices that connect their new environment
with ancestral memories.

In Belize, the Paiwan community transformed faith practices and agricultural labor into spaces of
cultural regeneration. Churches became sacred centers of both worship and the transmission of identity,
while farming and seasonal celebrations reactivated collective relationships with the land. Second- and
third-generation Paiwan have since negotiated hybrid identities, including Belizean, Taiwanese, and
Indigenous, often expressing their belonging through digital communication and transnational church
networks. These “digital villages” sustain kinship, ritual exchange, and intergenerational learning across
borders.

By comparing the Paiwan experience in Belize with earlier Amis migration to South Africa, this paper
illuminates the diverse expressions of Indigenous transnational life in the global era. It concludes that
religious migration, as a form of Indigenous reterritorialization, not only redefines the boundaries of faith
and homeland but also challenges modern states’ control over mobility and belonging. Ultimately, the
Paiwan case reveals how Indigenous peoples, through their beliefs and practices, create new landscapes
of survival and community amid the uncertainties of global crises.

Keywords [Migration of Indigenous people from Taiwan, religious transnationalism, political

boundaries, Belize, Paiwan ]



